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Our goals 

1. Be there “at the frontiers”, raising awareness about the plight of migrants 
2. Live an experience of personal and spiritual growth 
3. Share the experience with other volunteers and foster community spirit 
 
In line with CLC principles, the camp aims to combine daily moments of prayer with the organisation of 
recreational activities for asylum seekers. The Winter camp includes the organisation of small parties and 
festive moments with the refugees to welcome the new year in community spirit. 

 

Overview 

This report summarises the main features of the third winter edition of ATF. In addition to key figures and 
technical information, the report includes the evaluation of the camp manager as well as the volunteer’s 
feedback collected during the camp. 

Overall, the report shows that ATF Winter 2018 was a very enriching experience for the volunteers. As in 
the previous years, the core of this year’s winter camp was the encounter with the asylum seekers hosted 
in the centres during the New Year period. While we could see and experience the negative effects of the 
recent Salvini law on the Italian reception system, we were struck by the commitment of the operators 
and of the refugees to bring a positive contribution to Italian society.  Standing firmly by their side 
continues to be what pushes us to organise this camp. 

ATF Winter 2018 took place in Ragusa from 26/12/2018 to 04/01/2019. 

In total, 9 volunteers took part in the project this winter. The 
number of participants was given by the availability of the 
project car. 

In contrast to previous camps, there was a good gender 
balance (figure 1). 

 

 

 

 

 

The volunteers came from Italy and Spain (figure 2). The 
wish to increase the diversity of the groups urges us to 

improve the promotion of the camp at the European level. 

   

Figure 1 ATF volunteers by gender  

Figure 2 ATF volunteers by nationality 
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Priorities for 2019 

• In 2019 we would like to work on better and more timely ways to promote ATF, particularly in the 
European CLCs that continued to be underrepresented. 

• That would also help us increase the diversity of our groups.  
• We would also like to continue raising awareness about the importance of volunteering to be the 

spiritual guide or the camp manager. 
• We want to do our best to improve the project planning. We experienced that scheduling the 

summer shifts early on during the year is the best way to make sure that all organisational, 
financial, and communication aspects are sorted out on time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cooking lab in the centre “Vivere la Vita” 

 

 
Shared lunch at "Via Carducci" 
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The camp 

Camp manager 

The camp manager of ATF Winter 2018 was Eleonora Milazzo, CLC Rome/Oxford and ATF Project manager. 

Accommodation 

In Ragusa volunteers stayed at the 
house of Seminario Diocesano, in the 
city centre of Ragusa. Thanks to the 
help of Fondazione San Giovanni 
Battista (FSGB), we were able to get in 
touch with the director of the 
Seminario, Don Maurizio Di Maria, who 
kindly accepted to host the group. 

Rooms were recently refurbished and 
very spacious, single, double or triple, 
all with private bathroom. 

The house offered a big kitchen and 
dining room were volunteers had 
breakfast and dinner.  

Don Maurizio was very welcoming. He offered us to use other spaces in the seminario (the chapel and a 
meeting room for the sharing moments). He also invited us for mass at his parish and for lunch in his 
family home. Don Maurizio also joined the group for the morning prayer once and had lunch with some 
of the volunteers and asylum seekers.  

As usual, the camp manager was responsible for coordinating the group and doing the necessary shopping 
for the meals. Each volunteer was responsible to keep the facilities tidy and clean during the shift. 

 

 
Filling cannoli at Don Maurizio's family home 

 

Preparing dinner at home 
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Activities 

Activities took place in five reception 
centres managed by Fondazione San 
Giovanni Battista. One centre is female 
only, 3 are male only, 1 hosts young men 
and a family of 11 people. 

At the beginning of the shift, the volunteers 
had an introductory meeting with 
Fondazione San Giovanni Battista staff. 
Pinuccia, responsible for the second tier 
reception centre (SPRAR) gave an 
introductory lecture to explain the basic 
functioning of the Italian reception system. 

Our volunteers carried out a wide range of 
recreational activities, including language sessions, 
arts & crafts, playing with children, music, football, 
cooking sessions, walks in the city centre. 

In addition, the volunteers organised New Year’s 
celebrations in the reception centres, including 
bingo and special treats. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Introductory meeting with FSGB 

Playing fuzzball at "Borgo La Croce" 

The homemade bingo is ready! 

Bingo and NY party at "Via Ungaretti" 
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On December 31st the volunteers had a community dinner 
at the Seminario (with homemade pizza) and then met with 
some of the guests of the centres in Ragusa’s main square. 
They all welcomed the New Year in the square and danced 
together. 

 

On January 1st the group took the day off and visited Modica. 
One of the volunteers was from Modica and her parents 
invited the whole group for a typical Sicilian lunch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

At the end of the camp, the group met with the president of FSGB, Renato Meli, and Chiara Facello, 
responsible for research and outreach. 

Spiritual accompaniment 

The group had a prayer moment in the morning and 
a group sharing in the evening to review the day. 
The guide was Alexandra Martin de Cabiedes (CLC 
Spain, former volunteer and guide). She based the 
accompaniment on the existing material prepared 
by CLC as well as on the material that she had 
developed during the years. 

Masses were in the local cathedral or in Don 
Maurizio’s parish.  

 

 

Preparing the last dinner of 2018 

With the Furnò family 

Morning prayer in the chapel 
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Next steps and priorities 

The camp and the sharing moments in the centre and at home were an extremely enriching experience. 
Thanks to the presence of Don Maurizio and of a local volunteer we were also able to fill part of the local 
community.  

We hope to continue the cooperation with the Seminario in summer 2019 and we hope that it will bring 
larger capacity to accommodate volunteers as well as new ties with Ragusa’s local community. 

ATF Ragusa relies on the availability of group managers and spiritual guides. Therefore it is extremely 
important to improve our outreach at the European level and raise awareness about this need across 
European CLCs.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Eleonora Milazzo 

ATF Project Manager, CLC Italy 
migrantsproject@cvxlms.it 

clc-cvx.eu 
facebook.com/AtTheFrontiers 


