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Our goals 

1. Be there “at the frontiers”, raising awareness about the plight of migrants 

2. Live an experience of personal and spiritual growth 

3. Share the experience with other volunteers and foster community spirit 

 

In line with CLC principles, the camp aims at combining daily moments of prayer with the organisation of 

cultural and recreational activities for and with asylum seekers and refugees. A CLC guide takes care of 

the spiritual aspects of each shift. Volunteers are expected to participate and actively contribute to all 

community activities in a spirit of service. 

Overview 

This report summarises the main features of the fifth summer edition of ATF. In addition to key figures 

and technical information, the report includes the evaluation of each camp manager. 

Overall, the report shows that ATF 2019 was an extremely positive experience for both the organisers and 

the volunteers. It was a truly enriching experience of personal, inter-personal, and spiritual growth. As in 

the previous years, the core of this year’s summer camps was the encounter with the asylum seekers 

hosted in the centres. Standing firmly by their side continues to be what pushes us to organise this camp. 

For this edition we received a total of 74 applications between March and July 2019. The total number of 

places available was 34 across 4 shifts. 

A total of 31 volunteers took part in the project. While the majority of them was female (figure 1), the 

gender composition was more balanced compared to the previous years. Spain and Italy continued to be 

the most represented countries (figure 2). We hope to improve the groups’ diversity in the next edition. 

This is why we are committed to improving the promotion of the camp at the European level.  

   

Figure 1 ATF volunteers by gender 
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Figure 2 ATF volunteers by country of origin 
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Financial overview 

 
Camp 

 
Out 

 
In 

Turin 4530.20 4530.20 

Ragusa 1842.00 2160.00 

Reggio Calabria 2800.00 2348.00 

Total 9172.20 9038.20 

Priorities for 2020 

• Find better and more timely ways to promote ATF, particularly in those European CLCs that 

continued to be underrepresented. 

• Improve ATF communication strategy, stressing that ATF is a CLC Europe camp. This would also 

help us increase the diversity of our groups.  

• Continue raising awareness about the importance of volunteering to be a spiritual guide or a 

camp manager.  

• More CLCers got involved in the 2019 edition as helpers and co-housers with great results on all 

fronts. We would like to make it a standard ATF feature! 

• Improve ATF project planning: we experienced that scheduling the summer shifts early on during 

the year is the best way to make sure that all organisational, financial, and communication aspects 

are sorted out on time. 

• Replicate ATF in other CLCs around Europe! 
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ATF Turin 

The camp at a glance          

Dates Shift 1: 06/07-21/07             Shift 2: 20/07-04/08 

Participants 15 (both shifts) 

Good diversity, good collaboration; they helped and supported each other 
a lot; “they worked as a team and lived as a family”. 

Camp managers The camp managers, Asuncion Taboda Lanza and Maria Asensio Velasco, 
were both former ATF volunteers from Spain. They were experienced and 
skillful. The fact that they were both Spanish speakers was not a problem, 
also thanks to the presence of the CLC co-housers and the other volunteers. 

CLC helpers/co-housers Three families from CLC Turin decided to give their time and get involved in 
a co-living experience with the volunteers. The CLC couples took care of 
most housekeeping duties (food shopping, cooking, etc) and made the 
volunteers feel at home. Their presence proved to be very beneficial for the 
volunteers and for the camp management in general. 

Accommodation Guesthouse, Parrocchia Sant’Ignazio 

Very good and suitable for the number of the volunteers. 

Activities Each shift was kicked off by an introductory meeting, followed by other 
short trainings during the camp. Activities took place in reception centres 
for unaccompanied minors managed by Cooperativa Biosfera and Casa 
Rondine. The staff were welcoming and well-organised. 

Spiritual accompaniment Two Jesuit scholastics contributed to the activities and served as spiritual 
guides. Each day the group had a prayer moment in the morning and a 
group sharing in the evening to review the day. The material used was 
based on CLC Europe guidelines. 

Strengths • CLC Turin was highly involved in all stages of the camp preparation 
and management.   

• All the participants thought this was an important experience, and 
they were happy and thankful for this opportunity. 

• The presence of the CLC families that lived with the volunteers 
during each shift was very much appreciated. 

• The evening sharing was very important for the group. 
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• The trainings with the lawyers and with a member of Operazione 
Colomba were highly valuable for all participants.  

• Excellent week-end activities in the mountains. 

Room for improvement • Scheduling too heavy: not enough time in the evening; some 
volunteers would prefer more relaxing activities in the weekend. 

• Start organizing much earlier (ideally in April) so that the centres 
can keep their guests free during ATF. 

• Biosfera - As last year, sometimes it seems that there is little 
organization and control of the situation: difficult to organize 
activities. 

• Casa Rondine - migrants had their days already planned, so there 
was reduced possibility to do activities with them.  

• Volunteers: some difficulties related to a couple of volunteers 
(related to different expectations, limited flexibility); someone 
thinks that volunteers’ age range was too wide. 

 

Financial report 

 
Description 

 
Out 

 
In 

Participation fees   2100.00 

Euroteam   1900.00 
Hosting families   200.00 
Donations   330.20 
      
      

Transports 365.55   
Food and housekeeping 1769.97   
Activities 332.21   
Activities (swimming pool) 129.47   
Weekend activities 197.00   

Accommodation 1426.00   
Lunches at Biosfera 310.00   
      
Total 4530.20 4530.20 
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Photo gallery 
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ATF Ragusa 

The camp at a glance          

Dates 14/07-28/07 

Participants 7 

Camp managers Luigi Territo SJ, Jesuit scholastic from Italy. 

CLC helpers/co-housers No CLC co-housers in this camp 

Accommodation Two private apartments rented through the Fondazione San Giovanni 
Battista network 

Activities Each shift was kicked off by an introductory meeting with Chiara Facello, 
responsible for research and development at Fondazione San Giovanni 
Battista. 

Activities took place in three reception centres managed by Fondazione San 
Giovanni Battista. One centre is female only, the others two are male only. 

Our volunteers carried out a wide range of recreational activities, some also 
outdoor and in the evening, including regular trips to the seaside.  

Overall, activities in the women centre proved to be more challenging for the 
volunteers due to the situation of particular vulnerability of women migrants. 

Spiritual 
accompaniment 

The group had a daily prayer moment in the morning and a group sharing in 
the evening. The camp manager was also the spiritual guide. The material 
used was based on CLC Europe guidelines. 

Strengths • Very good relationship with Fondazione San Giovanni Battista. 

• Strong bonds between the participants and the refugees hosted in 
the centres. 

• Civil service staff took part in the activities and were very welcoming. 

• All aspects of the logistics (accommodation, location of the centres, 
getting around) worked out very well. 

Room for improvement • Some language issues in the centres (not all operators could speak 
English) and in the group (most volunteers were Italian native 
speakers). 

• Volunteers worked less on creating a strong group dynamic. 

• The service in the women centre was very challenging. 
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Financial report     

 
Description 

 
Out 

 
In 

Participation fees   1800.00 

Euroteam   360.00 
      
      
Transports 130.00   
Food and housekeeping 562.00   

Activities 100.00   
Accommodation 1050.00   
      
Total 1842.00 2160.00 

 

 

Photo gallery 
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ATF Reggio Calabria 

The camp at a glance          

Dates 20/07-11/08 

Participants 9 

Camp manager(s) Marzia La Scala, CLC Italy, former ATF volunteer and camp manager. 

CLC helpers/co-housers Giovanni Milazzo and Patrizia Rizzuto (CLC Palermo) joined the group as 
helpers for one week. They describe this experience as eye-opening and 
extremely enriching. 

Accommodation Casa d'Accoglienza Sant'Umile da Bisagnano, very good facilities. 

Activities Activities took place in reception centres for unaccompanied minors and 
young adults, specifically: 

• casa dell’Annunziata, Associazione Papa Giovanni XXIII, reception centre 
for unaccompanied minors (education, sports, leisure); 

• CLC Reggio Calabria headquarters, activities at the legal clinic and 
medical office for foreign residents, including asylum seekers and 
refugees; 

• centri di accoglienza straordinaria (CAS) for asylum seekers, Cooperativa 
WE4YOU. 

Our volunteers carried out a wide range of recreational activities in the 
centres and outdoor. Outdoor activities included: 

• tour of Scilla; 

• day-trip with members of Papa Giovanni XXIII: leisure activities and 
barbecue at Centro Presenza of Palmi; 

• party with CAS guests at the Ottimati’s; 

• dinner with beneficiaries of Papa Giovanni XXIII humanitarian corridors. 

Trainings and meetings offered to the group included: 

• training on forced migration held by Giovanni Fortugno (Comunità Papa 
Giovanni XXIII), Casa dell’Annunziata; 

• visit to the disembarkation point at Reggio Calabria port; 

• meeting with Bruna Labate, Cordinamento Diocesano Sbarchi, Reggio 
Calabria Train Station Help Center; 

• training on humanitarian corridors held by Giovanni Fortugno (Comunità 
Papa Giovanni XXIII), Casa dell'Annunziata; 
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• training on immigration law and the Italian reception system in Italy held 
by Maria Teresa Chiaro, lawyer and CLC member; 

• meeting with Uccia Costantino, CLC member and volunteer at Reggio 
Calabria CLC Migrants Service Center;  

• meeting with Isabella Trombetta, SOS Mediterranee Communication 
Officer, on duty in 2017-2018 on the Aquarius ship; 

• visit to Armo (RC) graveyard; 

• testimony of Cultural Center “Nuvola Rossa” members on the “Soumalia 
Sacko" project in San Ferdinando. 

Spiritual 
accompaniment 

Clàudia Sitges Milà (CLC Barcelona) was the spiritual guide. The group had a 
daily prayer moments in the morning and a group sharing in the evening. The 
material used was based on CLC Europe guidelines. 

Mass was usually held at the Ottimati church. 

The final group sharing took place at the Visitation Monastery in Reggio 
Calabria. 

 

 

Financial report     

 
Description 

 
Out 

 
In 

Participation fees   1800.00 
Euroteam   230.00 
ATF Ragusa surplus  318.00 

      
      
Transports 340.00   
Food and housekeeping 860.00   

Activities 150.00   

Accommodation 1400.00   
Lunches at Casa Annunziata 50.00  
      
Total 2800.00 2348.00 
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Photo gallery 
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